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[ABSTRACT]

North Korean Nuclear Threat and
International Relations in Northeast Asia

Political Dynamics of THAAD Deployment

Ki-Wan Lee | Changwon National University

This study aims to find out the grounds for South Korean govern-
ment’s decision to deploy Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD)
against North Korean nuclear threat using the theory of alliance dilemma.

South Korea needs both the strategic alliance with the US and the
economic relations with China. It thus had maintained a strategic ambi-
guity between the two. However, as the struggle for hegemony between
the US and China in East Asia intensifies, South Korea is trapped in
a ‘hostility game’ being forced to choose one or the other. This situation
no longer allowed South Korea’s ‘diplomacy of suspended thinking,’
which was an outcome of strategic ambiguity.

South Korean government’s decision to deploy THAAD is the result
of over-concern with the Sino-US relations in the midst of increasing
North Korean nuclear threat and consequently has led to confusion over
the issue at stake.

Keyword: Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), Strategic Ambiguity, Abandonment and
Entrapment, Alliance, Struggle for Hegemony
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