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[ABSTRACT]

Arms Races in East Asia

A Conceptual Analysis

Dong Sun Lee | Korea University

This article analyzes arms races in East Asia by performing three
tasks. First, it assesses the ongoing debate on whether there exists an
arms race in East Asia, and thereby reveals that the debate fails to
move forward, since scholars define the concept of arms race in varying
ways. The second task is to propose a novel approach of developing
a typology that turns each conceptual definition into a distinct type of
arms race. Third, the article applies the typology to contemporary East
Asia, and investigates which types of arms race exist or not in the region.
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