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[ABSTRACT]

An Examination of the Probability of
the U.S. Nuclear Extended Deterrence under
the Advanced North Korean Nuclear Threat

Hwee-Rhak Park | Kookmin University

This paper is written to examine whether the U.S. nuclear extended
deterrence would be implemented as promised under the situation that
North Korea has developed very advanced nuclear weapons and missiles.
For this purpose, it introduces theories and practices of extended deter-
rence and selects five factors such as the risk of entrapment, the value
of South Korea, responses of China and Russia, an influence to other
U.S. allies and domestic elements for the examination.

As a result, this paper did not find any other positive factors for
the U.S. nuclear retaliation against a North Korean nuclear attack to
South Korea than ensuring the confidence among other U.S. allies. The
risk of entrapment into a nuclear war was very high for the U.S. The
value of South Korea was evaluated not that high. China and Russia
and the U.S. public opinion would not support the implementation of
extended deterrence by the U.S.

South Korea should expedite the construction of its ballistic missile
defense shields and strengthen its combined preemptive strike postures
with the U.S. in order to protect the U.S. and the U.S. forces and to
reduce the entrapment risk of the U.S., while strengthening its self-reliant
defense posture. South Korea should increase its value to the U.S. by
providing more mutual economic interest to the U.S. and strengthening
its security cooperation with the U.S. and Japan. South Korea should
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do everything necessary to increase the probability of the U.S. nuclear
extended deterrence.

Keyword: North Korean Nuclear Weapon, Nuclear Threat, South-Korea U.S. Alliance, Extended
Deterrence, South Korea-US Relation, South Korea-China Relation, ICBM
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