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[ABSTRACT]

The Nature of Japanese Nationalism in
the Abduction Issue

Seonghwang Park |
Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science & Diplomacy,
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

There are big changes in Northeast Asia’s international events after
February 2018. Japan is doing the best not to be marginalized as being
conscious “Japan passing.” South Korea, North Korea, U.S. and China
are gathering wisdoms about North Korea’s denuclearization. On the
other hand, the Prime Minister Abe requested Trump president several
times to bring up abduction issue in U.S.-North Korea summit which
was held in Singapore. Why Japan and North korea cannot solve this
issue?

Although North Korea have had doubtful management in abduction
issue, North Korea admitted their mistakes and apologized and promised
not to commit similar accidents and have had survivors return to Japan.
Therefore, in the future the important agent to resolve issue is Japan.
We need to analyze Japan’s hidden desire because Japan try to appeal
this problem as international issue in spite of the possibility resolving
according to Japan’s decision-making.

When we regard this issue as single, we can understand Japan’s
opinion that thorough fact-finding is the most important condition. But
the issue couldn’t be resolved for 20 year’s and so we need to approach
this issue by multiple angles. Therefore, this paper analyzed the
contradiction of issue-resolving process, and assumed the prolonged cause
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of this issue as Japanese nationalism’s empowerment and the paradigm’s
conversion of Japanese foreign policy , and tried to ascertain the nature
of problem in comparison with comfort women’s issue.

Abduction issue have similarities and differences with comfort
women’s issue. and then we can ascertain Japanese nationalism by
comparing two issues. This attempt will focus on two points. At first,
similities are follows. 1) the issues are occurred between korean peninsula
and Japan. 2) human rights were devastated. 3) public power was related
directly and indirectly. 4) thorough fact-finding is not executed. And
differences are as follows. war period and peace period, the scale of
victims, the degree of public power, the preservation of related data,
the alive period of survivors.

Japan government powerfully is suggesting thorough fact-finding
for abduction issue as victim but hurried up to minimize and finalize
comfort women’s issue as attacker. Japan is exaggerating and enlarging
abduction issue but try to reduce and conclude comfort women’s issue.
To this end, this paper try to argue and emphasize intensively that Japan
government’s dual attitude come from exclusive nationalism.

Keywords: Japanese nationalism, abduction issue, comfort women’s issue, paradignm’s conversion,
Japanese foreign policy
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