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The White House, National Security Strategy of the United States of America (December 2017).
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2) Tolxjo} Ay, “delg] “FF=a] B4 olx|o} 3} sfxIthk AL http://www.asiae.co.kr/news/
view. htm"ldxno—Ol1072412265667321 (FAA: 2018 9¥ 259).

3) F2Ehey, “r|=-Zejd Whexok a8 Az gEe] Fxol 44, http:/www.newstown.co.kr/
news/articleView.html?idxno=119417 (F34<: 20183 8¢ 10¥).

4) vl Qupal FR APHQl 20154 1085H S5 Q134 123)8] ko= XISish= &l
A5 Z-FA(FONOP: Freedom of Navigation Operation)’ S FA| 2 Hoigi).

5) John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (London: W.W. Norton & Company,
2001), p. 140.

6) Mearsheimer (2001), p. 141.
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Z2]: John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (London: W.W. Norton &
Company, 2001), p.22 T4

7) Mearsheimer (2001), pp. 17-22.
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A, FHTEL dAFo g o= Hro] FAZ FAH(offensive military

8) Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace, 5th ed (New
York: Knopf, 1973), p. 208.

9) Kenneth N. Walts, Theory of International Politics (Reading: Addison Wesley, 1979), p. 126.

10) Mearsheimer (2001), p. 21.

11) Mearsheimer (2001), pp. 30-32.
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12) Mearsheimer (2001), p. 32.
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13) Mearsheimer (2001), pp. 140-141.
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Mearsheimer (2001), p. 142.

16) Z7Fe] A7 3ol I Ugte] ST ol Adeke 2T % Tk ver, I 2AEe
ool =79} ZRo] o) ujg}l 74 Ft). Mearsheimer (2001), p. 43.

17) wlojlolnlel Aejol waw 2AH sjnFolet @A BAjEo] vhaE B ohje} wee) 1)
A 23l F337] vhgol, Alo] &8 Aelol ThE BE Jebe BAlska Aud 4 ol
7FsAdol AY =o US oJn]dlt}. Mearsheimer (2001), pp. 44-45.

18) Mearsheimer (2001), pp. 344-345.
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S0z Ao AN S PAAE LEke AAE Feisiat. Ea, the Al
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21) Yann-huei Song, “The Application of Article 121(3) of the Law of the Sea Convention to
the Five Selected Disputed Islands in the South China Sea,” Chinese Taiwan Yearbook of
International Law, Vol. 27 (2009), pp. 43-44; A7F&, “Fro] TASI= P70l 9utAl’ o 3
WA AR TEEGT A6 (Yt SEAFL, 2014), pp. 4748,

22) Zhiguo Gao and Bing Bing Jia, “The Nine-Dash Line in the South China Sea: History, Status,
and Implications,” American Journal of International Law, Vol. 107, No. 1 (January 2013), pp.
99-100.
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Z3]: The Economist, “The South China Sea,” http://www.economist.com/blogs/banyan/2011/
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South China Sea disputes consist of economic and strategic factors:
the natural resources and the Sea lines of Communications. The control
of the South China Sea means to secure both economic and strategic
interests. Therefore, China, as a superior power in the region, insists
to have her core interests in the region and practices her offensive military
policy. Until the year 2000, the United States remained neutral in the
South China Sea disputes because she did not recognize China as a
direct threat to the United States at that time. However, Chinese military
continued to take aggressive actions against the Spratly and Paracel
islands. More importantly, China’s hostile actions against the U.S. military
vessels in the Exclusive Economic Zone(EEZ) triggered the U.S. to
officially intervene in the South China Sea dispute. Coping with Chinese
offensive policy, the United States has announced ‘Rebalancing Policy’
which seeks both economic and military cooperations in order to contain
China from its uprise in Asia. The US reinforces the military coopera-
tions with her current allies and makes new military cooperative align-
ments with countries that do not share the values the United States
pursue such as Vietnam and Indonesia in Asia. The purpose of this
study is to analyze US-China rivalry in the South China Sea disputes
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in the perspective of offensive realism. According to Mearsheimer, the
strategy that great powers pursue is to maximize their relative power
and ultimately to become hegemonic nations in the international an-
archic system. From this theory, we can infer China’s offensive behavior
in the South China Sea as China intends to maximize her relative power
in Southeast Asia and eventually strives to become a hegemon in whole
Asia. However, it is very unlikely that China becomes a hegemon in
Asia due to the role of the United States as an offshore balancer. Offen-
sive realists believe that the existing hegemonic nation tends to prevent
another great power to become preponderant in other region.

Keyword: Offensive Realism, Regional Hegemon, South China Sea, U.S.-China Rivalry, Offshore
Balancer
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