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23) KCNA Watch (2018).

24) South China Morning Post, “Donald Trump Says North Korea Could Have Been
‘Influenced’ by Xi Jinping to Turn on US ahead of Talks with Kim Jong-un,” May 18,
2018, https://www.scmp.com/news/world/united-states-canada/article/2146666/donald-
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26) FrEM, SR AN S R ERKESEREITRIR,” 20184 62 19€, http://www.xinhuanet.
com/politics/leaders/2018-06/19/c_1123005983.html (FAY 20204 8¥ 199).
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309); Bloomberg, “Trump says ‘it doesn’t matter’ if Xi agrees to meeting at Osaka G20
summit,” June 14, 2019, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-06-14/trump-
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H 5= ot White House, “Remarks by President Trump at Signing of the U.S.-China
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[ABSTRACT]

China-North Korea Relations in the
U.S.-China Geopolitical Rivalry

Seong-hyon Lee | Director, Center for Chinese Studies, Sejong Institute

The purpose of this paper is to delineate how the “Chinese factor”
influenced the denuclearization negotiations between the U.S. and
North Korea, specially under the currently unfolding U.S.-China
rivalry. Usually, China is considered a “constant” in North Korean
affairs. Therefore, it is regarded common sense that we should
cooperate with China to resolve the North Korean nuclear issue. In
historical context, such as the Korean War, China’s influence on
North Korea was clearly felt. This essay, however, uses its
imagination to ask a bold question: ‘Can we solve the North Korean
nuclear issue without China? Trump said, before taking office, that
North Korea is China's problem to fix. But after taking office, he
became the first incumbent U.S. leader to directly sit down with the
North Korean leader. As much as the United States is active in the
North Korean nuclear issue, China’s role and strategic space was
reduced in reverse. The South Korean media used the term “China
passing” (meaning, China is being sidelined) to point out the unusual
phenomenon. This essay scrutinizes Trump’s unpredecent diplomatic

outreach and China’s role. It ends with future policy implications.

Key Words: U.S.-China relations, China-North Korea relations, North Korea's nuclear
program, China’s influence on North Korea, the Korean Peninsula
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