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[ABSTRACT]

Genealogical Continuation and Change of
Unification Lines in Korean Political Society

Sang-Yoon Eom | Lecturer, Yonsei University

This article analyzes the genealogy of various unification lines that
have appeared in Korean political society from the liberation period
to the 21st century by the viewpoint of continuation and change, and
suggests implications for the re-establishment of future unification
line. For these purposes, this article attempts to typologize various
unification lines according to the mechanism in which division or
unification of a weak state is operated under the regional bipolar
system.

The conclusions of this article are as follows. First, the original
unification lines of Korean political society were established by
three political factions in the liberation period as four types: the 1
-type(the foreign dependence type of pro-U.S. but anti-Soviet
Union, the right-wing), the IV-type(the foreign dependence type of
anti-U.S. but pro-Soviet Union, the left-wing), the V-type(the internal
and foreign cooperation type of pro-U.S. and pro-Soviet Union, the
middle-wing), and the V-2-type(the foreign exclusive independence
type of anti-U.S. and anti-Soviet Union, the middle-wing). Second,
in the Korean political society after the establishment of division
governments, the conservatives inherited the I-type, but the
progressives inherited the V-type and the V-2-type. There has been
a significant change in the genealogy of unification lines through
the Cold War period, the post-Cold War period, and the 21st century.
Third, after the post-Cold War, the unification lines of Korean
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political society have gradually converged in the direction of
approaching the V-type. This is different from the general perception
of Koreans. Fourth, there has been a great deal of illusion phenomena
which actual unification policies are inconsistent with the slogan
unification line. Fifth, the usefulness and limitations of each
unification line have showed a great correlation with the loose or
tight degree of the regional bipolar system. The convergence of
unification lines into the V-type is encouraging. But the successful
and continuous operation of the V-type requires high techniques

and constant efforts.

Key Words: unification line, genealogy, conservative, progressive, political society
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