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[ABSTRACT]

Living with a Nuclear DPRK:
The Transformation of the Korean Question
and a Paradigm Shift in North Korea Policy
in a Post-Unipolar Moment

Taesuh Cha | Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,
Sungkyunkwan University

The nascent geopolitical shift, the emergence of a multipolar world,
has radically reshaped the nature of the Korean question today. Such
a new environment of hegemonic competition, distinguished from
the past unipolar moment, is redefining the essence of the North
Korean conundrum. While the DPRK sees new opportunities in the
“neo-Cold War” and actively searches for a new grand strategy, the
ROK also faces a historical challenge to devise an alternative
approach to the North, which is totally different from the existing
security framework based on the liberal world order. Therefore, this
research argues that our future policy toward North Korea cannot
be built upon the past liberal premises of the post-Cold War times.
Indeed, it is required to find a new way after painfully accepting the
fact that the traditional goals of denuclearization and reunification
are hardly achievable for the time being. After all, we have no choice
but to make an alternative plan, drawing on a realist paradigm which
has long been marginalized in the public sphere. It is needed to
militarily maintain a “balance of terror” and to diplomatically develop
arms control regimes along with neighboring states, in order to
peacefully coexist with a nuclear-armed North Korea.

Key Words: Post-unipolar Moment, North Korean Nuclear Question, Arms Control School, Realism
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